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Our CASA Staff hope you all had a joyful and relaxing holiday.

We’re looking forward to a fresh year of advocacy, making an

impact for the children we continue to serve and the ones who

will come into care.
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Cheers to Change: A CASA Appreciation Gathering

Our CASA Volunteers and Bridge Builders are the heart of our mission -
and we want to celebrate you. We invite you to a relaxed, come-and-go
celebration in your honor as we look ahead to a fresh new year of
advocacy.

While we've traditionally hosted this gathering as an open house in our
office, exciting changes are underway as we prepare for our future
home. This year, we'll celebrate at 602 Brewing Co., a local favorite. 

Stop by at your leisure, enjoy good company, light bites and
refreshments, and allow us to thank you in person for the impact you
make for children and their families across Bastrop, Fayette and Lee
Counties. 

📍602 Brewing Co. | 📅Thursday, January 15| ⏰5:30-7:00PM

Upcoming Events for January ‘26

As we step into a new year, we do so with purpose, momentum, and an unwavering commitment to the
children who need us most. This year is about action - training more advocates, strengthening our
presence in the courts, and ensuring every child we serve knows they are seen, heard, and valued.
Together, we have the power to turn compassion into change and hope into lasting impact. With your
continued support, this will be a year of bold advocacy, meaningful growth, and life-changing outcomes
for children across Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties. 

CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties is hosting our next Be a
Bridge of Hope Breakfast for the Elgin community as we continue to
get the word out for a strategic monthly donor initiative we started
earlier this year. 
The Be a Bridge of Hope Breakfast at Firewild on Jan. 29th at
9:00AM will be an opportunity for community members to learn more
about CASA and becoming a CASA Bridge Builder. Guests will then
have the chance to make a commitment from their hearts. We invite
you to attend, or, if you have anyone else in mind who would like to
attend, to ask you to please deliver this message to them on our
behalf. RSVP with our Director of Development, Valerie Lancaster at
valerie.lancaster@casabfl.org



Next Volunteer Session begins in March ‘26

CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties endeavors to
provide trained volunteer advocates in all abuse and
neglect foster care cases assigned by the courts. CASA
Volunteers are screened and highly trained, and then
appointed by judges to represent and advocate for a
child’s best interest in the child protection system. To
learn more about becoming a CASA Volunteer, please
call 512.409.0771 or visit becomeacasa.org

You can also contact our recruiter/trainer, Rita Coduto at:
casabfl.org/volunteer/
rita.coduto@casabfl.org
office: (512) 303-2272

Look for these Be a Bridge of Hope
rack cards at businesses in your area
to sign up as a CASA Bridge Builder
Monthly Donor for our program. 

Visit the Monthly Donor Tab at
casabfl.org to see how becoming a
Bridge Builder helps our CASA
Program provide the best advocacy
possible for children and youth who
have been removed from their
homes for allegations of neglect and
abuse in Bastrop, Fayette & Lee
Counties. 

A New Home for CASA - and for the Children We Serve.

For years, CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties has stood beside children who have experienced
abuse or neglect -providing advocacy, stability, and a consistent voice when they need it most. Thanks
to your support, that mission has grown stronger each year.
Now, we are taking an important next step.
We are proud to announce the launch of our Capital Campaign to finance a new CASA office
building, a space designed to support the growing needs of the children, families, and volunteers we
serve across all three counties.
Our current facility has served us well, but it is an old home beyond repair and no longer meets the
demands of our expanding program. The new building will provide:

Professional, functional office space for staff and volunteers.
A larger, dedicated training room to prepare more CASA Volunteers.
Improved accessibility and a true parking area.
A welcoming environment that reflects the dignity and care every child deserves. 

Demolition of the existing building is coming soon, making way for a future built on hope, stability,
and advocacy. As one of our valued supporters, we invite you to be a part of this transformational effort.
Your investment in this capital campaign is an investment in safer futures and brighter outcomes for
children in foster care. More details on how to support and spread awareness for the campaign will be
shared soon. In the meantime, thank you for believing in CASA - and for helping us build a foundation
that will serve children for generations to come. 

http://becomeacasa.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GFQlyfLw1_bw3DEcnBoMx9W1pkJj45fsdG0z9W5EBDV9wzo1X5AAYMRs_aem_ex1FE8Ni0vtDkqZVt1CnRQ
http://casabfl.org/volunteer/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ibjqi2PtMX2mBT-AO29RUFGC9GagOLq5KElMxuXRWhOaov9821Kr7w7U_aem_btq4ASSaBjUmpNVMVUBDGA
http://casabfl.org/


The start of a new year often comes with a list of resolutions. New Year’s resolutions are different
for everyone, but one of the most common is to live a healthier lifestyle. If you’re hoping to
improve your physical and mental health, there’s one option that often gets overlooked and
benefits others: volunteering. 

Volunteering and helping others have been found to benefit both physical and mental health,
and there are a variety of options in our community. If you’re looking for a new way to make
changes in your life and in the lives of others, consider resolving to help children and families in
the child welfare system by volunteering with CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties.
28,008 children are currently in the Texas child welfare system. These children have been
removed from their homes and placed in foster care, sometimes far away from their families and
communities. They need a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate®) volunteer to stand by their
side and advocate for them. 

“Children in foster care are often separated from their families, siblings, friends, and other loved
ones, and placed in an unfamiliar setting far away from everything they know,” said Kristi Bauer,
executive director of CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties. “CASA volunteers stand with them
during this uncertain time, providing a consistent presence and speaking up for their best
interests in court, school, and other settings.”

CASA volunteers are everyday members of the community who are recruited, screened, and
trained to advocate for a child or sibling group in foster care. They get to know the child on an
individual level so that they can make sure their physical, emotional, and educational needs are
met. 

They also get to know the child’s parents, family, foster parents, and other important people in
their life, with the goal of working towards reunifying the child with their parents whenever safe
and possible. They help make sure children have a support system of family and other reliable,
committed adults who can help them both during and after their time in foster care.
CASA of Bastrop, Fayette & Lee Counties has served 127 children in foster care this year with 51
CASA volunteers. CASA is always seeking more community members to step up and advocate.
“Volunteering with CASA is an opportunity unlike any other,” said Bauer. “It’s a unique chance to
make a true, positive difference for a young person and their family. We need more members of
the community to join the CASA movement.”

In the New Year, consider becoming a CASA volunteer and make an impact in a child’s life, and
your own. Every child has a chance – it’s you. ® 
To learn more, visit www.BecomeACASA.org or casabfl.org. The next training session with open
spots for our CASA Program will be in March 2026. 

In the New Year, resolve to help a child who needs you.

http://www.becomeacasa.org/

